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Village Day June 2018 
A busy Village Day saw plenty of stalls, entertainment, refreshments and competitions for all ages taking place all 
around the village. Thanks are due to our sponsors, namely Wilson Heal, Citygate, The Entertainer, Pets at No1, 
Robertson’s butchers and Bojangles, for their support. 

Battle of the Bands 
winners, Halvar, 
entertained us on the 
green, where they 
were joined by  the 
dancers from 
Blossom Ballet 
and the martial arts 
team from 
Amersham 
Tae Kwon Do. 

The day started with a well-attended Fun Run 
in Westwood Park, which was sponsored by 
Wilson Heal and raised money for two local 
charities. 

(right: Zumba warm-up before the race!) 

The Dog Show proved to be a popular 
highlight once again, with the winners this 
year being Pip (Waggiest Tail), Jessie 
(Loveliest Coat)  and Rocky (Cutest Face) 

Best in Show went to Rocky!! 

(left to right: Pip, Jessie and Rocky) 

Continued on page 2…. 
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Village Day continued….. 

This year, we organised a raffle and the Association would like to thank all the local businesses for the generous prizes 
they gave. There were more than twenty prizes ranging from cosmetics to flower bouquets, designer sunglasses and 
meals in many local restaurants. All prizes were either given out on Village Day or in the days immediately after. The 
first prize of £150 cash was won by a pupil at Chalfont Valley E-ACT Primary Academy! 

 

A big ‘thank you’ also to everyone who came along, and to everyone who helped out on the day, especially all the 
marshals and in particular Hywel for the Fun Run, Brian for organising set-up and the marshalling, and Wendy for 
patiently selling everyone raffle tickets right up until the draw! 

We do need some more helpers for the next Village Day so if you would like to help, from helping people cross the 
road to organising the day itself, please do get in touch at villageday@littlechalfont.org.uk  

The WI also ran the bake-off, sponsored by 
Bojangles, in which Janet Slaney won the Victoria 
sponge category and Jackie Ingham won the 
scones category. Thanks to all the other 
entries—better luck next year. 

The Art Competition was sponsored by The 
Entertainer and was won by Felicity Harvey of 
Chalfont Valley E-ACT Primary Academy and Alba 
Alpine, Sophie Platts, Isobel Beushaw and 
Sameen Zafar of Little Chalfont Primary. 

The WI organised a scarecrow competition, sponsored 
by Citygate, which was won by Brian Suttie Opticians 
for “The Queen and her Corgi” (left) in the over 15 
category and Year 3 of Chalfont Valley E-ACT Primary 
Academy won the under 15’s with “The butterfly 
lady” (right). 

Suffragette Scarecrows left and right 

Goats and pig in Pets Corner 

A ‘THANK YOU’ TO PAUL NICHOLLS 

On behalf of the community, I extend a huge ‘thank you’ 

to Paul (right) for organising another excellent Village Day. 

This was his 4th Village Day and, sadly, he has advised us 

that it will almost certainly be his last. However, he will be 

pleased to pass on his records and experience to a 

successor. Could this successor be YOU? 

Roger Funk 
Chairman, Little Chalfont Community Association 

mailto:villageday@littlechalfont.org.uk
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Community Association News 

Chenies Mews (the development in Chenies Parade) 

Having spoken to the developers, it is fully expected that 

the contractors will have left the site by the time that this 

newsletter is delivered and some of the flats will be 

occupied. All of the 8 ‘executive’ flats have either been 

sold or are under offer. 

Whilst the sale of the ground floor units is understood to 

be imminent, details of the occupants will not be available 

until the sales are finalised. From the little information 

that we do have, coupled with an inspection of the premis-

es themselves, we are not expecting additions to our cafes 

and eating establishments – often the subject of enquiries 

that we have received from our residents. 

The Community Association and parish council have 

worked with the developers and contractors from the 

outset, with the aim of minimising the disruption and 

inconvenience. There have been occasional works that 

have needed managing and these were inevitable but 

overall, the arrangements have worked well and we have 

been grateful for the cooperative approach.  

The developers, Landlink Ltd, being aware that this 

newsletter is being published, have asked us to convey 

their grateful thanks to the community and the majority of 

affected businesses, for their patience and understanding 

over the last 18 months. 

 Unitary Authority Proposals 

At the time of going to print, there has been no decision 

from the Secretary of State regarding the choice of a single 

Unitary Authority covering the whole of the county 

(excluding Milton Keynes) or the two Authority model, 

covering the north and south of the county. 

Enquiries about when the decision can be expected have 

produced no indication but with parliament having risen 

for its summer recess on 20 July, the outcome will not be 

known until the autumn. 

The Sugar Loaf 

There are no developments to report and the search by 

the brewers, Charles Wells (owners), for a suitable tenant 

continues. 

As previously reported, once a tenant has been found, the 

views of the community will be sought (via the Community 

Association) regarding the style and offering of the 

refurbished pub. 

Christmas Lights - Appeal 

Your help needed to deliver replacement Christmas Lights. 

Look out for collection boxes in shops and other establishments. 

In our February newsletter we advised you of the 3 year replacement and extension programme – a major 

commitment for the Community Association for which at least £10,000 will be required. 

We also explained that the provision of the Christmas Lights is viewed very much as a community initiative and 

indicated that this appeal was on the way. By way of headline information: 

 We have secured funding of £6500 already, from our Christmas Lights reserves, GE Healthcare, The Entertainer, 

the Little Chalfont parish council and Landlink Ltd (the developers of Chenies Mews).  

 The lights on all the small Christmas trees have already been replaced and two new motifs on lamp columns 

were installed in Cokes Lane for last Christmas. 

 This coming Christmas we will be addressing the much needed replacement lights on the large conifer by the 

village green and the tree outside the village hall. We are also scheduling replacement timers that will be un-

affected by power cuts. 

The shops and other businesses in the village have contributed in the past and we shall be approaching them 

separately in the coming months but we hope that you enjoy the lights and will help us raise the funds still 

required for this programme. We have a target of £2000 from your contributions over the next 3 months. 
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News from our Parish Council 

Community centre – new application 
We are pleased to report that the planning application for 

the new community centre has been resubmitted to 

Chiltern District Council.  The application can be viewed on 

the CDC website, Ref. PL/18/2249/FA .   Letters of support, 

and other comments on the application, can be addressed 

to the planning department. The decision is likely to be 

taken by committee, possibly on 9 August. 

Local Area Forum projects 
Watch out for a number of projects that the parish council 

has initiated in Little Chalfont. The parish council is 

grateful to Bucks County Council Local Area Forum for the 

match funding of these projects. 

 A warning sign will be installed in the approach road 

to Dr Challoner’s school to improve safety for 

visitors to the nature park.  

 A 20mph advisory sign will be placed near the 

entrance of the Chalfont Valley E-Act Academy, 

following concerns raised about the speed of 

vehicles travelling near the school.   

 Additional bollards will be placed at the entrance to 

the new footway on Stony Lane, again to improve 

the safety of pedestrians on the path.  

 A feasibility study will be undertaken on the 

junction of Cokes Lane and Nightingales Lane to 

assess ways to improve the safety of drivers and 

pedestrians on this difficult bend (see picture). 

 

 New flowering cherry trees will be planted in the 

autumn along Amersham Road to replace those that 

died. This project is also in conjunction with the 

Little Chalfont Community Association. The trees 

will provide a colourful welcome to people driving 

into the village next spring. 

 

Watch out for these projects over the next year....... 

Hedging and vegetation 
The parish council is responsible for cutting the grass 

verges, footpaths and some hedges within the village. 

Please remember that householders are responsible for 

ensuring that hedges and shrubs on their borders do not 

cause a problem for pedestrians on footways. 

We do survey the area regularly. However, if you are 

aware of any areas that are particularly overgrown, please 

contact the parish office on clerk@littlechalfont-pc.gov.uk 

or 01494 766 655.  

Little Chalfont Community Library Needs Your Help 

Little Chalfont Community Library has served the Community for over 11 

years. It is well funded, has a strong band of volunteers and a book stock 

that is the envy of many County-run libraries but it still needs your help. 

The Library Charity needs more Trustees with a range of skills to help 

support and manage the Library. Running a Library needs people with a 

variety of skills ranging from managing the volunteers and rota, making 

sure the Library complies with legislation such as health and safety, 

identifying and buying new books, to keeping the grounds neat and tidy. 

Being a Trustee involves attendance at an afternoon meeting 

approximately every 6 weeks and willingness to be involved in Library 

projects ranging from maintenance and fundraising to grant 

applications and putting up the Christmas decorations. If you are 

interested in finding out more please contact: 

Jim Brooks on 01628 664812. 

 
      Little Chalfont 
      Primary School 
 

...is looking for new members to join the 
Governing Body.  We are looking for com-
mitted, community-minded individuals 
who are able to dedicate some time to help 
our Outstanding local school.  
You will need to be available for three 
evening meetings per term and occasional 
meetings during the school day.  We 
are particularly interested in anyone who 
has legal or education experience, but all 
are willing to apply. 

For more information, please contact: 

Alison Smith at a405smith@btinterent.com 

mailto:a405smith@btinterent.com
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Community Information 

General: 

 You should be aware that only bins with lids shut flat will 
be emptied and if a bin contains items that cannot be 
recycled it will not be emptied 

 Electrical items should be taken directly to your nearest 
recycling centre. 

 Soil, turf, building materials, small amounts of toxic 
items, (paint, garden chemicals, cooking and motor oil, 
fluorescent tubes and bulbs) and car parts should be  
taken directly to your nearest recycling centre.  

 Items should be rinsed before putting into the bin and 
tops should be removed although they can still be  
included in the bin. 

 

Acceptable items for mixed recycling: 

 Beverage, soup, milk and juice cartons.  

 Plastic bottles, pots, tubs, trays, shampoo, bodywash and 
mouthwash bottles (including lids).  

 
 

 Glass bottles and jars (including metal lids). 

 Food tins and drink cans. 

 Bleach and other household pots can be recycled so long 
as they are fully rinsed out. 

 Don’t forget you can also include clean tin foil and trays 
and aerosols in the blue wheelie. 

 

Not accepted: 

 Plastic bags, polystyrene, cling film or sweet/biscuit 
wrappers, plant pots, toys, pet food pouches, coat 
hangers, china or household glass. 

 Takeaway cups cannot be recycled in the blue wheelie as 
they contain a plastic film which cannot be removed by 
the recycling centre. Their lids also cannot be recycled as 
they are not made of recyclable plastic. 

 Do not include items which should go in the Paper box or 
General Waste wheelie bin. 

Mixed Recycling (blue wheelie bin): - some common questions answered 

Although putting out the bins has become a regular habit and most of us know which material goes in the mixed recycling 
wheelie bin, this article provides some assistance, if it is not clear at the moment.  

As well as the main Amersham recycling centre on London Road East,HP7 9DT, there are small recycling centres in a  
number of local car parks, see http://www.chiltern.gov.uk/recyclingcentres 

Save Little Chalfont—Continued threat to our Green Belt 

In the parish council’s Spring Newsletter, it was reported that Chiltern and 

South Bucks District Councils were still preparing their emerging Local Plan 

and that the publishing of the draft Local Plan for consultation would not 

take place until later this year. Little has changed in the last three months 

and no further clarification of the timing has been provided. We expect  

that ‘later in the year’ may well turn out to be late in the autumn. 

Your attention was also drawn to the joint Community Association and 

parish council letter that was addressed to both Councils in March, in which 

weaknesses in the case for removing the site between Burtons Lane and 

Lodge Lane from the Green Belt were set out and in which withdrawal of 

the site from the emerging Plan was sought. The response received in sec-

ond half of April was essentially just an acknowledgement of receipt and 

non-committal to this request and intimated that no decision on the site 

would be made until the all the necessary  evidence had been prepared and 

analysed. 

Copies of both letters are available to read and/or download from the 

following link: http://savelittlechalfont.org.uk/key-documents/ 

Although the next few months may be very much a period of waiting, the 

Coordination Group for the Local Plan (advising the Community Association 

and parish council) is actively considering the need for relevant research 

and advice and will continue to monitor any developments and ensure that 

it is fully prepared to act when the draft Local Plan is published. Follow pro-

gress and developments on  https://www.facebook.com/savelittlechalfont/ 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A great number of you signed up on Village Day, 

thank you. Are you prepared to help too? If so, 

please get in touch via email above. 

http://savelittlechalfont.org.uk/key-documents/
https://www.facebook.com/savelittlechalfont/
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Community Information 

Here at Dr Challoner’s High School, our vision is to provide the very best possible 
education for all of our girls. We firmly believe that a fundamental part of this 
first-class education is to afford our girls the opportunity to leave the confines of 
the school site in order to experience something new. It is clear from our many 
years of experience that learning outside of the classroom motivates and enthus-
es young people as well as helping our girls to become inspiring, resilient, 
curious, confident and aspirational young women. Our Enrichment Week (25th to 
29th June) is absolutely central to this vision.  

During this week, our Year 9 students have been in various European and UK destinations and seem to have had 
an incredible week. Back in the office, we have been very envious of the various stunning photos that have 
been uploaded to Twitter from Austria, Barcelona, Iceland, Poland and London! Closer to home, Year 7 have been 
to Kew Gardens, Kidzania, Woburn Safari Park and have also enjoyed a day of Puppet Making as well as the brilliant 
Humanities House Competition. Year 8 have been to the Amaravati Buddhist Monastery, the Hillingdon Outdoor 
Activity Centre (with DCGS), the National Space Centre in Leicester and have also participated in the “Talk the 
Talk” workshop on-site. This was in addition to their work shadowing day and an afternoon of mindfulness activities. 
Year 9 have been to the London Eye, enjoyed a boat trip along the Thames, been to the Harry Potter studios 
in Leavesden, Madame Tussauds and Bletchley Park. Year 12 have participated in two fantastic days organised by our 
Sixth Form Team to begin to prepare them for life after Challoner’s.  

Please do take a look at our social media channels (www.challonershigh.com or on Twitter @ChallonersHigh) for all 
the updates from the week.  

GE Healthcare Summer Update 

We have an update regarding our Grove Centre site. 
During the last week of June, we informed employees of 
our proposal to no longer support manufacturing at the 
site. The market for our main product (Drytec) has for 
some time been stagnant and we continue to have excess 
production capacity. Despite our best efforts, we are 
unable to achieve the level of volumes that we would 
need to continue to invest in manufacturing to make the 
site sustainable in the long term. 

We are now entering a period of consultation with our 
manufacturing and related employees as we work through 
this proposal. Some of the employees based at the Grove 
Centre will move to our other sites in the area - Amersham 
Place and Pollards Wood. We are reviewing the timing of 
our plans for the Pollards Wood site. 

Separately, you may also have seen the announcement 
that GE plans to separate GE Healthcare into a standalone 
company, which is expected to be completed in the next 
12-18 months.  As an independent, global healthcare 
business, we will have greater flexibility to pursue future 
growth opportunities. 

Amersham Place  

As you will have seen, the hoardings have been 
removed from Amersham Place and employees are 
continuing to move in during July – we have received 
excellent feedback from employees who like the bright, 
modern environment. 

 

 

 

 

 

Editor’s note: 

By the time you read this, the return of employees to 
Amersham Place, although slightly delayed, will be nearing 
completion. It remains the company’s intention that 
arrangements will be made for the car park to be available 
for the community to use at weekends, although the 
formalities to be completed will similarly be delayed. 
Originally anticipated for late summer, it is now expected 
to be in the autumn . 

Due to personal circumstances, the Community Association’s Secretary and Treasurer have both given notice to step down from 

their roles as soon as replacements can be found but in any event, will not stand for re-election at our AGM next March. 

Clearly, these officer roles are vital to the delivery of our activities and if I can interest you in at least considering either of the po-

sitions, do please contact me, without commitment, to learn more about what would be involved. 

Sincerely, Roger Funk, Chairman 

01494 762260 or chairman@littlechalfont.org.uk    

http://www.challonershigh.com/
mailto:chairman@littlechalfont.org.uk
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Nature Park News 

June and July have been ideal for a visit to the park and we hope that you have taken advantage of the warm and 

sunny weather to enjoy our very special facility. 

Wildwood Den 

If the news has not yet reached you, the wildwood den, foreshadowed in the recent newsletters, was created in May 

and is already proving to be very popular. And it is not just about climbing, as there are carvings and environmental 

features for the children to search out and identify. 

Above, the Wildwood Den (photo: Roger Funk) 

Right, its first user: Max Walker (photo: Drina Parker) 

At the time the den was built, the weather could not have been much worse and transporting and working with some 

18 tons of English oak resulted in tracks being created on the edge of the woodland and much disturbance of the earth 

in the picnic/play area. It will all recover but it is soon to be given a helping hand that will also include some levelling, 

particularly in the picnic/play area. 

Red Kite and bench woodpecker 

We are pleased to report that a replacement 

woodpecker has been fixed to the carved bench near 

the planted fruit trees and that our wonderful carved 

red kite has returned to a new nest, with much 

 increased security.                (Photos courtesy of Tim Hunt) 

Grass Cutting 

Following professional advice, a new cutting regime is 

to be introduced this year. It will involve cutting different parts of the meadow at different times, plus some of the 

edges left uncut for periods, to help provide wildlife corridors for small mammals and further encourage insect life. 

The meadow cutting is designed to improve even more wild flower growth. 

Follow us on  http://naturepark.littlechalfont.org.uk/ and on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/littlechalfontnaturepark  

Education Programme 

Our encouragement of local schools to visit the park as a learning resource is now bearing fruit and the number of 
visits has noticeably increased. There is more that we can do to assist the development of this programme, creating 
specific learning classes that link to the curriculum and to this end, the park Management Group are looking to employ 
a Park Ranger for Education. If you have been involved in teaching and would like some part-time work, please 
contact the parish council clerk for more details, including a description of the role. 
Tel: 01494 766655 clerk@littlechalfont-pc.gov.uk  

http://naturepark.littlechalfont.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/littlechalfontnaturepark
mailto:clerk@littlechalfont-pc.gov.uk
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St. George's Church, Little Chalfont 

During the 'vacancy' period which has already lasted over a 
year, our fellowship continues to serve our local community 
in several ways. 

Our Oasis Café runs in term time throughout the year on 
Friday mornings and is a 'drop-in' for many young mums 
who need to 'chill-out' at the end of the week.  During the 
sessions this term, we have run a 'how to cope with the 
teenage years' course which has proved very popular, and 
through the Fare Share initiative, and in conjunction with 
Tesco's in Chenies Parade, we have benefitted from a 
wonderful array of bakery goods over the last weeks which 
everyone appreciates. 

Thursday Church continues to thrive and welcomes twenty 
or so people for Communion and lunch each week.   

Several church members have been involved in "Open the 
Book" in local schools and have enjoyed bringing Bible 
stories to life at their invitation. 

Family Craft Days in Westwood Park are going ahead again 
during August.  Tuesdays and Wednesdays will see teams 
from the local churches opening the Pavilion in the Park 
offering craft days with refreshments. Everyone is welcome 
to join us! 

Community News 

Little Chalfont Evening WI  

As always the WI has been busy and for Village Day this 
year we organised the Bake Off as well as the Scarecrow 
Competition, alongside providing our handmade craft 
items on our craft stall and tea, coffee and home made 
cakes in the village hall. 

Although there were not so many entries in the Scare-
crow Competition, they were very high quality and first 
prizes were awarded to Chalfont Valley E-Act Primary 
Academy for Maria Sibylla Merian (the butterfly lady) 
and Brian Sutties Opticians for the Queen and her corgi! 
Other entries included Lady Olave Baden Powell, Mrs 
Thatcher and the suffragettes Emmeline Pankhurst and 
Princess Sophia Duleep Singh. Well done to everyone 
who took part, and to all who entered the Bake Off. 
(Photos of the winning entries on page 2).  

Apart from Village Day, we have organised a visit to 
Greatmoor recycling facility, made another storysack for 
St George’s School, had an evening walk and are looking 
forward to a tapas night and a visit to the Heath Robin-
son Museum alongside all our usual activities. We would 
be delighted to welcome new members to our WI 
meetings on the 2nd Tuesday of every month (except 
August) at 7.45pm 

Girlguiding in the Chalfonts 

Now that summer is here, the guides are able to tackle tasks 
and attend events outdoors in the long evening light. 

The 1st Chenies & Chalfont Guides got together in late May to 
practise erecting tents for a forthcoming weekend 
camping trip. The weather was perfect for the occasion and 
each of the four teams managed to successfully erect their 
tents, ready for occupancy.  Inspection by the guide leader 
showed up a few flaws in some of the finished results, such as 
gaps around the base where wind, rain or bugs (eek!) could 
get in, so everyone learnt a useful lesson in how to stay warm 
and dry, ready for the real event. 

Our picture shows one of the tents in process of being 
erected. Well done to all the guides – a splendid effort! 

In June, the guides took part in some bushcraft action with a 
fire lighting and outdoor cooking exercise at Old Hanging 
Wood in Little Chalfont. David Willis, a teacher of bushcraft 
and wilderness living skills, led the evening. 

Our picture shows David instructing the guides on how to light 
a fire. All of the guides successfully managed to start a small 
fire, using strike fire starters and some cotton wool. After-
wards they cooked pancakes and elderflower and nettle 
fritters over the campfire. 

They are all prepared now for their forthcoming camping trip! 


